
CHECK IN
1. Cause and Consequence 
Which cause was most important in 
making prohibition a law? Explain your 
answer using evidence.

2. Gather and Organize 
Did the positive consequences of 
prohibition outweigh the negative 
consequences? Why, or why not? 
Organize the evidence for both sides 
in a t-chart.

WHAT WERE THE CAUSES 
 AND CONSEQUENCES OF

  PROHIBITION?
Prohibition Law
Prohibition was a term that described 
the time period when the production, 
transportation, and consumption of 
alcohol was banned in Canada. Under 
the War Measures Act, which limited 
Canadians’ freedom, all provinces 
implemented prohibition starting in 
1918. Although prohibition started 
during the war, the causes that led to it 
were not all related to the war.  

Unintended Consequences
Prohibition created a lot of unintended consequences. 
For a while after the war, it was legal to produce alcohol 
in Canada but not in the United States. Canadian 
distillers, such as the gangster Rocco Perri, made a 
fortune smuggling alcohol to the United States. Along 
with his wife, Bessie Starkman, Perri also started up 
businesses supported by the illegal liquor profits, like 
gambling houses and prostitution rings. Perri and 
other bootleggers kept the liquor flowing at illegal bars 
called speakeasies or blind pigs.

Intended Consequences
An immediate result of prohibition was the significant 
decrease in public drunkenness. Many Canadians did 
reduce their alcohol consumption. Prohibition brought 
in a system of regulations including controlled liquor 
sales that many provinces still have today.

Québec was opposed to prohibition and only 
implemented the law when the federal government 
required it in 1918. Ontario ended prohibition in 
1927, and by the 1930s, most provinces had given up 
on the law.

Perhaps the biggest legacy of prohibition is that 
Canadians’ attention was brought to social issues 
such as domestic violence. Our approaches to these 
problems today are shaped by what we learned from 
past events.

 Figure 19 In 1915, Nellie McClung, a women’s rights activist, 
wrote about the need for prohibition in her book In Times Like 
These. How does she connect the war experience to prohibition 
in this excerpt?

 Figure 20 This Calgary Sunday school 
temperance group’s sign reads “Help us! We 
would close the saloon.” Church groups often 
organized children to help spread the message 
of prohibition. Why do you think they did this?

temperance
the act of voluntarily drinking little or 
no alcohol

distillers
people or companies who make alcohol

Cause: SOCIAL CONDITIONS
By the early twentieth century in Canada, different 
women’s activists argued that alcohol was the cause 
of many of society’s problems, especially ones that 
affected women. Women were often the victims of 
violence in the home, and many men and women saw 
alcohol as the root cause of violence.

Trigger Cause: THE WAR
During World War I, reducing or quitting the 
consumption of alcohol was seen as a way to help 
win the war. Temperance groups argued that making 
alcohol wasted precious grain that could be sent to 
the fighting men instead. They also argued that it 
weakened the factory workers whose efforts were so 
desperately needed to win the war.

Cause: POLITICAL 
CONDITIONS
Many women had gained the right 
to vote by 1916, so their political 
influence was increasing. Many 
women’s rights activists supported 
the temperance movement, 
which had been pushing for 
prohibition for decades. The 
Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union (WCTU) was a prominent 
temperance group that ran many 
campaigns against alcohol.

The liquor traffic has outraged and insulted 
womanhood right here in our own country in much 
the same manner as is alleged of the German 
soldiers in France and Belgium!... If the war brings 
about the abolition [elimination] of the liquor 
traffic, it will be justified. 

CITIZENSHIP
What laws and programs are in place 
to help people deal with domestic 
violence issues?
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